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FOUNTAIN PENS MADE IN SWITZERLAND
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, Kikumon Seki or Chrisanthemum stone .

ancient Chinese, wherse it was written as "zuran" The idea behinc S word is
that nature is something that exists on its own, without hd'fn i
5 and is true and authentic.

As mentioned above, stones play an extraordinary role in“Japanes
and %ﬁ\s One finds so-called "ishi hada" or "ishime-ji" stone'si
kinds undane things of daily use as well as on high-qua aworks of art.
Stone surfaces play a role in lacquerware and metalwork, where the decorative
elements are inlaid or built up on a base that imitates various stong’Suérfaces.
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ar with the "Ishime-Ji" urushi lacquers from the Japanese

of urushi fountain pens, which simulate simple stone surfaces
’ in various designs and colors.
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5 of _t(_)ne that is unknown to us and revered in Japan is the chrisanthemum
one, known in Japan as "Kikkaseki" or "Kikumonseki". (Kikka = chrisanthemum,
3ki = stones, mon = Pattern). The chrisanthemum is an important symbol in -
~Japan, it repreients autumn and is the emblem of the Imperial Family }

The best kikkaseki come from "Neodani", a valley in Gifu Prefecture.
There they are dug up in mines; stones with three-dimensional, protruding
"sabahana" flowers are rare. The so-called "kikkumonseki", which have been
ground flat and polished by the forces of nature, can be found in mountain

streams The flowers consust of various calcites, quartzites, whic
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